MUSA Sportsmanship Contract

The most important skill we want you to learn while a member of the Mainland United Soccer Association is sportsmanship.  While it is important for you to learn the skills to become a great player, it is even more important to learn the skills to become a great sport. Players and parents alike are expected to adhere to the club guidelines.

Player Guidelines:
1) Treat your teammates with respect - If a teammate makes a bad pass, tell them it was “unlucky” or tell them “good effort”.  A teammate who makes a mistake did not do so intentionally, and does not need you to remind them of it.  Let them know you are confident they will make the play the next time.

2) Treat your opponents with respect - If during the course of a competitive game, you and an opponent engage in some rough play, compliment his/her hard work with a “nice tackle or good effort” and get on with the game.  If you accidentally knock a player down, offer your hand to help him/her back up, apologize and get on with the game.

3) Treat your referee with respect - The referee does not care who wins the game.  The referee is human and will miss calls.  Just like your teammate, they do not need to be reminded they made a mistake.  Don’t use the referee as an excuse for why your team loses a game.  Concentrate on the areas of the game that you can control.  After every game, each player MUST go over and shake the referee’s hand and tell him/her “good game”.

4) Treat your coaches with respect - Come to practices and games focused and ready to give 100%.  Come to practice on time and properly equipped (shin guards, drink, proper clothing).  When the coaches talk, the players listen.  If you can’t make a practice or game notify your coach as early as possible.

Parent Guidelines:

1) Treat your son and his teammates with respect- If a player makes a bad pass, tell them it was “unlucky” or tell them “good effort”.  A player who makes a mistake did not do so intentionally, and does not need you to remind them of it.  Let them know you are confident they will make the play the next time.  If a player (whether it’s your son or not) makes a good play applaud the effort.

2) Treat our opponents with respect- During the course of a competitive game, your child may engage in some rough play.  You may feel it is too rough, let the referee handle it.  Remember you may be standing right next to the mother/father of the player who was involved in the play with your son.  He/she will most definitely have a view that is 180o opposed to yours.  Please don’t bicker with the opposing parents, set a good example for your children. If a player from the opposing team makes a good play, applaud the effort with the same enthusiasm you would cheer for our players.  We want the opposing parents to walk away talking about the wonderful fans we have in the Mainland United Soccer Association.

3) Treat your referee with respect- The referee does not care who wins the game.  The referee is human and will miss calls.  Just like your child, he/she does not need to be reminded they made a mistake.  Don’t use the referee as an excuse for why a game is lost.  Don’t let your child use the excuse either.  Explain to your child that they can’t change things that are out of their control, and that they need to focus on what he/she can do to change the outcomes of their games.  Some referees for our games are young and sometimes inexperienced.  Before you yell anything out to the referee, we ask you imagine it is 5 to 7 years from now and your child is refereeing the game.  Treat him/her as you would want your child treated.

Please sign and return this contract to your coach after you have read and agree with what is being asked of each of you.  This contract is binding during your time as a member of the Mainland United Soccer Association.  This contract will be kept on file, during your entire tenure with Mainland United
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